REFORM IN THE PRESS
the Press of some more advanced countries would
do well to follow I Would our poor distraught
** Man in the Street" be happier if something
could be done to lessen these panics of German-
made tunnels, airships and waiters ? Qr> on the
other hand, do such scares serve their useful
purpose in keeping the purse of the too apathetic
taxpayer open for further contributions to the
building of u Dreadnoughts " ? Let us hope that
the end justifies the means.
If? however, there is cause to condemn the
terrorising of the phlegmatic Briton, whose
morning paper makes him apprehensive that
even he who punches his suburban ticket may
be an emissary of Potsdam, what must be the
effect of such scaremongermg on an ignorant and
excitable people like the Turks,, or on the
Levantines, who, though less ignorant, are even
more excitable ? If the new Press Law also
contemplates punishing libel on individuals, it
will be for the sake of letting sleeping dogs lie
rather than awaken those racial and religious
hatreds which so impede the regeneration of the
Empire. The Turk loves fighting to-day as
dearly as did his forefathers, but he has the
wisdom to recognise that a long era of peace at
home and abroad is indispensable if he is to take
advantage of this last chance of reform.
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